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Pſalm cvii. 43 


WW, boſs is wiſe, and will obſerve thoſe Things. 
even they ſball underſtand the FIR Kind- 


#eſ7 f the Lord. 


2 2 'T is a Matter of ve acai 
N ficulty to x of very gat: the 
$| fignal Alterations that happen 
to Men, in a publick or private 
Capacity. If we are Objeds of 
the Severity and Chaſtiſements 


of Heaven, we don't ſcruple to expreſs our 
Reſentment in Clamour and Diſcontent; if 


we receive any Marks of Favour and Coun- 
A 3 tenance, 
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tions may be diſcern'd his Goodne towards 


$ 
4 come arrogant and elated, and utterly r 


tion; and thoſe Things that were 
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tenance, we aſcribe it to bur own Merit, be⸗ 


Jeſs of the Cauſe 'of our 3 
do we defeat the Means of our —— 


Tay 


Ay, become Fuel to our Paſſions. - 


David doth therefore, in 
which I have choſen theſe Words, endea- 


vour to. raiſe in Men a proper Senſe of thoſe 


inſtructive Viſitations; and earneſtly invites 


them to praiſe God, in whoſe very Correc- 


the Children. of Men. 
THe Pſalmiſt had, in the general Tenour 


of his Diſcourſe, promiſcuouſ] conſidered, as 
well thoſe whom God had di iſtinguifh'd by 
Tokens of his Favour, as thoſe whom he 
had branded with Marks of his Diſpleaſure; 
the latter needing Aſſiſtance tlie Af 
faults of Cloud pe" Melanchol 
former are hardly Proof'.agal ray and 
Oſtentation ; at length (perhaps, becauſe the 
** Danger lies on that ſide where it is 


they have need of a great deal of Conduct 


and Philoſophy, in order to receive the full 


Advantage of ſuch favourable Treatment; 
Whoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve thoſe Things, 
even. they ſhall underſtand / the loving Kind: 
neſs -- adn Lord. | 


Irs 


1d. 


that Palm, out of 


1 he particularly addreſſes 
himſelf to the former, and aſſures them that 
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remarkable Inftance - af . 


Ars e 
divine Fayour 
knowledg'd in char or of Gratitude, ' which 
| MM in Ads of Religion, _ 
k nnen 0 Manners:z. that we may 
herefore he . as to the Manner: of 
2 while our Hearts are full 
ow y and zealous ta expreſs. it, I ſhall en- | 
_ little into the Nature of thoſe Bene 
Go N as this day; Which will 
better appear, than by conſidering tha 
Sate of theſe Realms befbre the happy Re- 
n_ of his late Majeſty King Charles the 
II 4. 1 is the Oben of our repeated 
Acknowledgments. + 
*. undoubtedly. be an ungrateful 
r to a Lover of his Country, to with- 
ow himſelf from the Proſpect of that Hap- 
pineſs and Liberty we enjoy under his Ma- 
Jeſty's auſpicious Reign; and to contemplate 
upon thoſe-: diſmal Scenes which then over- 
ſpread the Byiziſþ Nation; when "Monarchy: 
and Regularity were changed into Anarchy 
and Confuſion; when the Beauty of -Holi- 
Ineſs, when a rational and ſubſtantial Devotion 
I had. giyen way to Cant and Enthuſiaſm ; 
When the Sword and Oppreſſion had taken the 
Place of Juſtice and Equity; when Liberty 
and P were ſucceeded by Jealouſy and 
Diſtruſt. is very deplorable that the E 
0 


to this Nation we this: dn "= 


= 
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the Crown liv'd in 


; their Lives and Fortunes. 


| Anceſtors infected with ſo much Malignity, 


y EY VT a, * 4 * F 
&-% d q * 2 
. - * ST. 
| 7 . 4 "= 
+ * 
* 
* 
= * % 
* 
+ . 
* 
14 7 * 


f 7 1 


of kings ſhould fall in the Sight of the Sa 
by the Hands of an Executioner; th 
While the Royal Progeny wander'd' about, 
baniſh'd, indigent, and forlorn; thoſe Men 
ſhould furfeit in the Spoils of others, who! 
ought to have been beholden to the Laws 
of the Land and the Royal Protection, that 
they enjoy'd their own; whilſt the Heir of 
Obſca curity, thoſe Men 
ſnould ſtand in the Way betwixt him and 
his Enſigns of Dignity, who ought to have 
ſecured them to him with the Hazard 0 


Ir it be ask'd by what Means the Aﬀitrs 
of this flouriſhing Monarchy became fo per- 
plex'd and deſperate, and whether there muſt 
not neceſſarily have been an univerſal Cor- 
ruption 'and Degeneracy of Manners, to have 
involv'd it in ſo fatal a Ruin; I am indeed 
very far from imagining the He arts of our” 


as may ſeem neceſſary to produce fuch ine- 
lancholy Conſequences. It may be of Uſe 
to us to confer, that very miſchievous 
Effects may be produced from inconſidera- 
ble Beginnings. Whetker, whilſt the Court 
was apprehenſive of the Invaſion of the 
Royal Prerogative, there might not be made 
Encroachments upon the Liberty of the 
People; or whether the Commonalty, by 


an unneceſlary Jealouſy of the Invaſion of 
their 


_ their Privileges, 


to tranſgreſs the Limits of Duty, or eyen 
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ke to 


& Many without 


doubt, who were not aware of the Conſe- 
ences. 


 veigled into a Communication of Guilt. Ma- 


were by ſpecious Pretences in- 


wou'd not exceed, who yet .were hur- 
q an by the Torrent, and found not Means 


3 to themſelves Limits, which 


to their own Intereſt, and were intent upon 
tering their Fortunes, Who might yet 
to do it at a mare eafie Price, t 
Ruin of their Country. This Uſe, however, 
ariſes from theſe Obſervations, that it is 
very unſafe, upon what Pretence ſoever, 


to approach too near them; ſince it rather 
ſeems to be the Boldneſs and Precipitancy of 
the N than the deliberate Malice of 
deſperate 


to them their Luſtre and Dignit . 
. WHro could promiſe to the Heir of the 
Crown Protection and Safety, when all Ap- 


- 
* 


F Hope ſeemed to be :extinguiſh'd 
| l. Nn e at Worceſter? When 
1 Acquaintance thought them- 


lus Friends and 
{elves freed from their Obligations of ſerving 


him, by the Way that lay upon, them of 


intending 


might not preſs top vigerouſly. = 
55 Prerogative, 1 Kall not 


making a Retreat. Others had an eye 


n the 


= 
_ 2 . ¶ . ooo oo — -—0— — — 


0 that involved theſe Realms 
in ſuch Diſorder and Calamity, that it re- 
quir d little leſs than a Miracle, to reſtore 


5. 911 
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intending their own Security 2 When a Price 
was ſet üpon his Head, when poor and indi- 
gent Men had it in their Choice, whether 
they would depart from their Loyalty to 
their Prince, or themſelves be deſtitute of the 
Means of Subſiſtence > When ſo many lay 
in wait for his Life, not only allured thereto 
by the inviting Proſpe& of Gain, but alſo 
prompted to it by their Opinion of the Me- 
ritorioufneſs of the Fact itfelf 2 yet amidſt 
this great Revolt there were a Remnant (to 
their Honour be it ſpoken) whoſe Hearts 
the Lord preſery'd ſtedfaſt and uncorrupt; 
ſo that He was at length placed out of the 
Reach of Danger; and was at leiſure, like a 
ſhipwreck'd Mariner, who hardly eſcaped 
with his Life, to look with an agreeable Hor- 
ror upon a tempeſtuous Ocean, that was ſo 
near to have overwhelmed him. This was 
ſuch a Deliverance, that thoſe who know the 
Particulars of it, muſt of neceſſity cry out, 
This hath the Lord done, for they cannot 
but-perceive that it is his Work.  . 
'YEr even after this, there hardly ap- 

or? 2 — of his being reſtored to 
His Crown and Kingdoms. The primitive 
Luſtre and Purity of divine Worſhip ſeemed 
too much extinguiſhed,' to give an) Hopes of 
its reviving. Foreign Princes, who were no 
Enemies to his Perſon, could not perſwade 
-themſelyes to engage in the Cauſe of one whv 

5 | Was 


was averſe from Popery and Superſtition ; and 
his Friends at home ſeem'd utterly uncapable 
of doing him Service; ſince thoſe, who had 
wreſted the Kingdom from his Father, had 
alſo, by imbruing their Hands in his Blood, 
and a Communication of Guilt, ſo ſtrength- 
ned themſelves, that they ſeem'd not only 
incapable of relenting, by any Impulſes from 
within; but alſo. of being obliged to any 
Terms of Moderation, by any Force that 
might oppoſe them. He had then Opportu- 
nity to ſee how little Confidence is to be put 
in Man, when neighbouring Princes, whoſe 
Intereſt and Duty it was to give him Aſſiſt- 
ance, were removed to à greater Diſtance 
from him by thoſe Diſtreſſes, that were moſt 
proper to excite Compaſſion. If Religion was 
the Cauſe of this Behaviour, I can never think 
well of that Religion, whoſe Principles can- 
not be obſerved, without renouncing the Laws 
of Humanity. However, divine Providence 
did not here deſert this Kingdom; but judg- 
ing That the moſt proper Time to exert itſelf, 
when the leaſt could be expected from hu- 
man Means, the Cloud that hung over theſe 
Realms was quickly diſpelled; God imme- 
diately found Inſtruments for the Execution 
of his Purpoſes; the Diviſions of thoſe, who 
hoped by their Numbers to ſtrengthen them- 
ſelves in their Uſurpations, very much con- 
tributed to haſten their Ruin; and the King 

B 2 returned 


and 
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returned to the Poſſeſſion of his Crown and 
Kingdoms, with ſuch univerſal Acclamations 
Expreſſions of Joy, that he could not 
but doubt, whether there were any, to Whom 
his Preſence was ungra and was willing 
to impute it to his too ſcrupulous Diſtruſt, 


that his happy Reſtoration was fo Jong de Us 


layed. © 
FT nos was this anember'd Kingdom 
ſet to rights, without Tumult and Diſorder, 
which ſeem d impoſſible to be effected without 
Blood-ſhed and Deſolation. Violence and Ra- 
pine were no more; Juſtice and Equity re- 
cover d their ancient State and Digmty ; the 
pure, reform'd Religion was grae'd with its 
deſerved Ornaments; and the King reign'd 
in the Hearts of his Subjeds free from Fear 
and Jealouſy. 

TRHus 1 have, as briefly as I could, 
preſented the Nature of thoſe great Benefits, 
for which our Church hath, in an humble Ac. 
know ledgment, preſcrib'd an anniverſary Com- 
memoration. There is no one but will con- 
feſs that weought to endeavour to make our- 
ſelves ſafceptible of the beſt Effects of the 
ng Favours, I fhall therefore A ot 
place, ap If to conſider, what Influ- 
_ ence this 72 foxes Inſtance of God's Favour 
ought to have wpon us; and that eſpeciall 
with 5 5 to three great Points; 98 4 

Dur 
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Our Religion; Secondly, Our Loyalty; and 
Thirdly, Our Communication. 
Firſt, Fo R our Religion; I ſhall not un- 
dertake now to ſbew, wherein the eftabliſh'd 
Religion of our Church is preferable to that 
of any other Communion; or that it points 
out to us the 'moft compendious Way to Sal- 
vation; That wou'd require to be enlarg d 
upon further, than the Place allotted it in 
this Diſcourſe will allow. Let it ſuffice for 
te preſent to. declare, that I believe the 
Church of England to be the beſt conſtituted 
Church in the World; and it is to ſuch as 
don't conceive a worſe Opinion of it, that 
1wou'd recommend Conſtancy and 'Perſeve- 
rance in its Communion. Tis an unpardon- 
able Error, not to ſay worſe, chat many 
think it indifferent whether they join in this 
or that Communion, provided the Difference 
be ſmall, and, in their Apprehenſion, incon- 
fiderable, Men ought not to dally thus with 
Things that concern their eternal Salvation. 
When Men once give ground, they forteit 
their Reputation of Conftancy, and even ſol- 
licite every Oppoſer to make Encroachments. 
Add to this, that when Men once depart 
from the Truth, tho! in Matters fhat'feem 
teſs confiderable, they provoke God to with- 
draw fromthem his Aſſiſtance,” and ſo become 
leſs able to maintain their ſecond Poft, than 
they were the firſt which they had deſerted. 

| INDEED 
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IN DEE D ve ought to be more eſpecially 
jealous of thoſe Principles, whoſe Conſequences 
are more apparently miſchievous and fatal; I 
mean thoſe of the Church of Rome. I ſhall 
chiefly inſiſt at preſent upon one Particulay, 
as being moſt proper to be expos'd in a Dif; 
courſe of this Nature; I mean an execrable 
Opinion that the Pope hath a Power of ab- 
ſolving Subjects from any Oath of Allegiance, 
whereby they may have engaged themſelves 


to an Heretical Prince; and of authorizing 


them to take up Arms againſt their Liege 
Lord. One would think that no Man wou'd 


admit ia Poſition ſo contrary to the Temper 


and Genius of the Goſpel; and yet it is al- 
moſt incredible how. ſucceſsfully he hath 
apply'd this Engine, to raiſe Diſorder and 
Combuſtion in moſt of the States of Europe. 
The Apoſtles and their Succeſſors of the pri- 
mitive Times needed no other Arguments, 
than ſuch as were drawn from the Beauty 


of Holineſs and the Reaſonableneſs of Re- 


ligion, to engage Men to come over to their 
Communion; but the Romaniſts ſeem to in- 
tend nothing leſs than the Salvation of Mens 
Souls; They rather graſp after temporal 
Sway and Grandeur; They are not ſollicitous 


to redeem Mens Souls from the Slavery of 


Vice, Error and Deluſion; it is rather Their 


Intereſt to ſubject Mens Bodies, to diſpoſe at 


Pleaſure of their Lives and Fortunes, For 


4 my 
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my own Particular, I can hardly read the 
Hiſtory of our "Anceſtors, who were bigotted 
to the Errors of the Church of Rome, with- 
out Indignation ; to think, how Men eminent 
for Valour and good Senſe, and ſuch as de- 
ferv'd to be born to Freedom-and a better Fate, 
facrific'd their Lives and Fortunes, to maintain 
the Tyranny of an haughty Uſurper. How 
often hath 1. play d e and pro- 
ſtituted Religion itſelf, to be ſubſervient to 
his unſatiable Ambition ! Inſomuch that * One 
"who ſate in that Chair, was ſo exalted in his 
Grandeur, that he ſeemed to have departed 
from his Chriſtianity, and made the Hiſtory 
of our bleſſed Saviour and his holy Religion 
the Subject of his impious Raillery. What 
more frequent, than, when he was jealous 
of the growing Power of ſome neighbourin 
Prince, to publiſh his Croiſades, to ſend 
Chriſtian Princes upon long and tedious - 
Marches againſt -the Infidels; where, after 
they had exhauſted their Strength, partly, 

by their Engagements with the Enemy, part- 
1y, by their Quarrels one with another, they 
returned harraſs'd and weary, a very manage- 
able Prey to him that had ſent them for that 
Purpoſe. How many Kings hath he depoſed, 
- becauſe they were Proteſtant, or | becauſe 
they wou'd not in every Particular conform 
themſelves to his Humour! What Troubles 
have they ſuſtain'd from their own * | 
8 What 


Teo x, v. Append, ad Flacij Catal. Teft. verit. 
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What Fury and Wars have threptned them 
from Abroad | What, Plots EN 
have, been formed againſt them Beenuſe, tg 
ſatisfy. a Spirit of Reyenge and Bitter 
tte Pope had excommunicated. them, an 
the People had taken it into. their Heads, th 
— ment, e ley tuch Tas, Merino 
nd doing God good Service! it s Very W 
known how the Diviſions in England 9 ä 
King Jalm and the Barons, were fomented by 
the Pope, ſometimes inclining to this P, 
ſometimes to that, as might .belt f 
vance his private Intereſt. Queen Elica 
of happy Memory ſurmounted) her Troubles, 
molt . Or winch however . pnocecded. fr 
the ſame Cauſe, becauſe ſhe wou'd . 
eee 
off, and which had been ſo very burthen- 
ſome to this Nation. King Henry the IIIa. of 
France, after he had eſcaped about fifty Con- 
ſpiracies form'd againſt his Life, was at length 
murthered by a Fryar, becauſe he: ſhew'd 
10 much Favour to the Huguenots. | His 
Surceſſor Heury the IVih. was àſſaſſinated and 
murther'd by Ravillac for the Ame Cauſe, Ha- 
ving been firſt markt out for ach Deſtruction 
by the Pope's Excommunication» *T'wou'd 
be endleſs to mention other . Inſtances of the 
like Nature, which may too eaſily be collected 
from Hiſtory, Theſe may fuffice to give an 
Idea of the Temper of that Religion, and to 


make 
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make us conclude, that nothing inoderate is 
to he expected from Men who are poſlels'4 
with ſick! Principles. And if theſe Examples 
were by 4 135 hoked, u e = 
Hotror verſion t e; they 
my ud perhaps fet a hi 1 Vi 0 Ar 
8 they enjoy, of being Member 
lurch, which points Went out the W 5 
9 i Gar Life, not by imbrumy their Hands 
in Blood and Maſſacre, but by giving Proof 
of their Love and 900d Will, even to theit 
very Enemies; not Foy deſtroying thofe that 
intend them no Bf, but by mildly convincing 
and undeceivi thoſe Hire hate them with- 
out Cauſe; not keeping Men in Tgnorance, 
and inf piring them with | blind Zeal and Su- 
dee. 2 Perſe their Eyes, and 


removing their dices, that they may 
diſcern Tie Reaſonabl of Religion, and 
underſtand upon what grounds they hope for 
Life and Immortality. 

I paſs now to the ſecond Particolar, where. - 
in this great Benefit qught eſpecially to have 
a good Influence upon us, 1 mean Loyalty 

to our Prince. Thoſe who, in the Time of 
King Chayles the If. ſpirited the People to 
take up Arms apain chen lawfut Soverei 
made a great Noife about Grievances, Op- 
preſſion and Breach of Privilege; and forme, 
hd are not at all difpofed to aſperſe the 
Memory of chat rhe ing, are of Opinion 
that 


©. 
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gorous. However, tho“ their Arms 


their native Country farther involved in Ruin 


humble Remonſtrances, whic 


themſelves at all remedy'd by a tedious 
War, tho' crown'd with all the Succeſs they 


* 
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that he made ſome Advances a little too 


. 


their Prince proved victorious, the” ation 
found by woful Experience, that very little 


Joy attends thoſe fort of Victories. I queſ- 


tion not, but many of them, when they ſaw 


and Deſolation than they had apprehended, 
could have wiſh'd that their Repreſentations 
of, and ſtulations about their Grievances 
had been leſs fierce. They mig perha 
have obtain d That of the King mild wa 

p eeviſh 
and impatient Expoſtulations | render d more 
deſperate; and wherein they did not 117 


ivil 


cou'd propoſe to themſelves. Doubtleſs, the 


King would never have had Recourſe to thoſe 


rigorous Methods he was afterwards oblig ed 
to, if the Parliament had repoſed more Con- 


fidence in him with Regard to their Pri- 
vileges ; if they had been more chearful in 
- ſupplying the Neceſſities of the Crown and 


maintaining the Credit and Dignity of their 


King and Country. It is natural to Men of 
the meaneſt Rank to defire to ſeem worth) 

to be truſted; and many have become better ' 
and braver Men than ever they wou'd have 
been, by Peoples repoſing in them a greater 
Conkdence, than 1 in that JE they really 


4 
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did deſerve. But when unſeaſonable Jealou- 
fies | diſcover, themſelves, they don't only raiſe 
up Gall and ill Nature, but even create it; 
and it moſtly happens very unfortunately, 
that more Men are buſy in fomenting, than in 


py . . * # 3 


extinguiſhing thoſe Flames. - Ft 
WE have now a Prince upon the Throne, 
under ' whoſe Government we have this Rea- 
ſon to hope to be happy, becauſe he hath 
already. given frequent Teſtimony of his good 
Inclination to this Kingdom. He hath al- 
ways been very zealous for the Proteſtant 
Intereſt, and the high Eſteem he bears among 
all the Princes of Europe is a convincing Ar- 
gument, of how great Moment it is to a 
good Cauſe that he engages in the Defence 
of it. Clemency, the inſeparable Companion 
of a great and Heroick Mind, ſhews it ſelf 
in all his Actions; inſomuch that, when 
great Numbers of his Subjects, who were 
not ſufficiently ſenſible of their Happineſs 
and Duty, endeavoured to give him Diſtur- 
bance; he only cauſed the Severity of the 
Law to be executed upon ſo, many of them, 
as might convince the World that he wou'd 
not be contemn'd ; that his Lenity and Mild- 
neſs proceeds from an inherent Goodneſs and 
Greatneſs of Mind; and that as none is a 
greater Lover of Peace, ſo none is more 
fearleſs and intrepid in War. No Prince glo- 
ries more in the N of his Subjects, 
2 1 nod 
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no Prince is leſs tranſported with” his 


7 =” 


high Station and Character. Theſe Qualities 


from his People; and it is a very good Pre- 


he is beloved; inſomuch that the Diſeontent 
of ſome hath vanifſh'd by his very Preſence, 
and confeſs'd itſelf the Firth of falſe Repre- 
ſentations, „FCC 
Bur for the few Male- contents, who 
can't be moved with ſuch Conſiderations as 
theſe; it were to be wiſhed that, by the Senſe 
of their own Good and that of — Coun- 
try, they wou'd be influenc'd to their Alle 
*1ance; and that they wou'd lay before them- 
= {elves the dreadful Effects of inteſtine Dif- 
iH cord and Commotion. The Liberty- and 
Happineſs of this Nation make it the Envy 
of its Neighbours: And every one, that is a 
Lover of his Country, will contribute his En- 
deavours to fecure it from Diſcompoſure. 
When Trade and Commerce flouriſh, when 
the Property of the Subject is preſery'd invio- 
able ; when the Laws of the Land have their 
full Force and Execution, when the eftabliſh'd 
Religion receives Protection and Encourage- 
ment; tis reaſonable to hope, that there will 
1 but be or few, who will be inſenſible of fo 
| great Bleſſings, who will not render to God 
| due Thanks and Praiſe ; who will not, as 
much as in them lyes, aſſiſt and ſupport the 
Inſtruments of them, THE 
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will not fail to coneiliate Love and Eſteem 
ſage, that the more he is known, the better 


Te UNIVERSITY of Cambridge. »t 
Tx next Particular, wherein the Re: 
mnembrante of the Bleſſings as this Day con- 
ferr'd upon this Nation, ought to have a 
good Influence upon us, is our Communica- 
tion. Common Humanity teaches us to be 
the Authors of all the Good we can to our 
Neighbour; and never to give Marks of Severi- 
| 2 Diſguſt, except when a Man ſeems pro- 
igate and abandoned, and diſpoſed to abuſe 
the beſt Offices. Virtue and Merit ought to 
be attended with Eſteem; obſtinate and will- 
ful Naughtineſs ſhou'd be oppoſed with Diſ- 
like and Contempt. A Man's Good neſs ſhews 
_ itſelf in nothing more than in compoſing Fac- 
tion and Diſcord; *tis an Office only becom- 
ing the common Enemy of Mankind, to in- 
terrupt the Unity and good Underſtanding 
n „ ee, 
Wu kN the Spirit of Party and Faction 
runs high, the Meaſures of Worth and Diſ- 
eſteem are confus'd, and a general Corruption 
of Manners 1s hardly avoidable. For ſuch 
is the Pravity of Men's Nature, that they 
are very willing to be eas'd of the Labour 
and Fatigue, whereby they ſhould arrive 
at real Worth and Reputation; and to ſub- 
ſtitute in its Place ſome compendious Method 
of making a Figure, tho' ever ſo abſurd and 
unreaſonable. To be learned or vertugus 
requires Application and Induſtry; the ſub- 
duing of one's Paſſions cannot be effeRetl | 
| without 
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without Conſtancy and Reſolution ;. and it 
is a laudable Ambition to remove Error and 
Ignorance. Theſe are Difficulties the Timorous 
and Effeminate are not very forward to en- 
counter with; inſtead of this they declare 
briskly for a Party; this is the Fort that 
| ſecures them from Contempt t. 
Bx this unjuſt Eſtimate of Worth and 
Demerit, a Man's very Vices are transform'd 
into Vertues, and he procures himſelf Ap- 
plauſe from that which ought to render him 
obnoxious to Rebuke and Cenſure. If the 
Spirit of Spight and Envy 1s very powerful 
in any Man, he 'need not take any Pains to 
ſuppreſs it; he may vent it with as much 
Liberty as he pleaſes againſt one Set or Party 
of Men, and procure himſelf a great Repu- 

tation of Zeal and — * 5 
I am perſwaded that, Unity and Chriſtian 
Charity wou'd be much more viſible, and that 
our Principles in Policy wou'd be full as ſound 
and well grounded, it either Diſputes of that 
Nature were leſs frequent, or managed with 
more Candour and Temper than they gene- 
rally are. For the firſt, I don't ſee how it 
can be accounted a condemnable Ignorance, 
if Men of the meaneſt and moſt mechanical 
Occupatiens, ſhould acknowledge themſelves 
unacquainted with Matters of State; eſpeci- 
ally ſuch as are of a more refined Nature, 
and ſuch as wou'd bear a Diſpute amongſt 
| Perſons, 
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Arn whoſe Leiſure and Vocation make 
it their Duty to enquire into thoſe Things, 
have been frequently touch'd with Sorrow 
and Compaſſion. for ſuch Men, when'T have 
- obſerv'd them adminiſtring to one another 
perplext and impertinent Queſtions, propoſing 
many Things, and reſolving nothing, ex- 
hauſting their Spirits, and rendering ineffec- 
tual thoſe Amuſements and Recreations, which 
might enable them to ſuſtain the Fatigue of 
their Employments with more Comfort and 
Chearfulneſs. I ' applaud "thoſe Men of in- 
ferior Rank, if they have the Courage to 
acknowledge ' themſelves unacquainted with 
_ thoſe Things, which wou'd do them no Service, 
if they knew them; if they apply themſelves 
with Content and Chearfulneſs to a more'dif- 
agreeable Employment, wherein Providence 
may have placed them; if they can be fa- 
tisfied, within the leiler Circle of their Duty, 
to contribute to the Order and Harmony of 
a Kingdom: I fay, I applaud ſuch, rather 
than thoſe, who, regardleſs of their neareſt - 
Concerns, are wandering and unſettled ; have 
no real Pleaſure and Enjoyment themſelves, 
and do what in them lies, to diſturb that of 
their Neighbours; to unhinge and diſcompoſe 


the Affairs of a Nation. WS 

Bur for thoſe, who may have more 
Reaſon to enquire into ſuch delicate Specu- 
lations, and engage in Diſputes and Difqui- 
r ſition 


j : 
17 
4 
| 
4 
1 
1 
*Y 
i 
8 
by 
£ 
* 
63 
A 
it 
— 


to them in finding out the Truth, it their 
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ment 3 1 preſume it wou'd be o Hin rance 


Debates were managed with more Modera- 
tion and Temper. If my Opponent hath the 
advantageous Ride of the Queſtion, my Hea 
and Paſſion renders me leſs ſuſceptible of In- 
formation, but if the Truth is on my Side, 
the {ame Diſadvantages render me les Capa- 
ble of r 


capa 
reſenting my Arguments in the Veſt 


Light, for the Conyidion of a. Gaiafayer, 


Vehemence and Commotion contribute no- 
thing to Perſwaſion; it is no good Omen 
of the Truth of an Opinion, that its Advo- 
cate relinquiſhes calm and regular Argumen- 


tation, and rather confides in Poſitiveneſs 
and Importunity. Sta, ee 


” . 


- THis Behaviour is eſpecially unbecoming 


in religious Controverſies ; infomuch that *tis 


very probable that ſome who have had very 


ſincere Inclinations towards the Intereſts of 

Religion, have contributed more, by their in- 
artificial Cantentions, to ſhake the Founda- 
tions thereof, than athers who have been its 
profeſt Adverſaries. Men frequently argue 
for ſome dark and undiſtinguiſh'd Punctilios, 
with the ſame Importunity, as if it were im- 
poſſible for Religion to ſubſiſt without them. 
Naw this is. very, prejudicial to Religion in 


general; for when an Auditor, who is not the 
moſt. diſcerning in thoſe Sorts of Diſquiſi- 
. 
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tions, obſerves what Perplexities an Advo- 
cate is entangled in, and what ſhifts he is 
forced to have Recourſe to, in order to ſup- 
port ſome Particular which he had advanced 
with great Confidence : He begins to con- 
ceive a very ihdifferent Opinion of the moſt 


important and eſtabliſhed Articles of Chriſti- 


anity, and 1s afraid how they wou'd be able 
to ſtand the Trial, if they were attacked 
by a ſtill more crafty and powerful Ad- 
verſary. | - mo 
BU r if a Man is flow to apprehend 


ſomething that ſeems more manifeſt, the Ig- 


norance of which even brings his Judgment 
into queſtion ; in ſuch Caſe he is indeed the 
Objed of Pity and Compaſſion, but not of 
our Hatred and Reſentment. We may have 
Reaſon to praiſe God, who hath given us 
more ſound and perfect Faculties; but can 
have none to inſult over our Brother, to 
whom Providence has been more ſparing and 
reſerved in his Endowments. Not to add 
that, that Thing may ſometimes appear to us 
very manifeſt and demonſtrable, which may 
not ſeem to carry along with it that Evi- 
dence and Conviction to another of equal 
or ſuperior Abilities ; inſomuch that almoſt 
every Man ſometime or other finds himſelf 
PR with, and inapprehenſive of ſome 

hings, which in 5 own Nature he + 


had leſs Difficulty than others, he hath 
| apprehended more readily; and which when 
be hath diſcovered, he admires how; they 
| cou'd adminiſter to him the. leaſt Scruple or 
Heſitation. However, that Charity which 

is due to every Chriſtian, who 
forfgited his Right to it by willful and ſcan- 
dalous Enormities, and whom we cannot 
accuſe. of an obſtinate and incorrigible Con- 
tumacy, engages us to converſe with our 


Brethren with Gentleneſs and Lenity; to 


bear with their Infirmities, like Men who 
are conſcious that theinſelves are ſubject to 
the like Paſſions, and may ſometimes ſtand 
in need of Toleration and Allowance. 


Tas z and ſuch like are the Demonſtra- 
tions of Joy, wherein wiſe and diſcerning. 


Men will expreſs themſelves, upon the Re; 
membrance of ſuch exalted Bleſſings, as we 
this Day commemorate, Shallow and inſen- 


ſible Minds confider nothing further than 


external Demonſtrations of a ſudden and 
vaniſhing Mirth ; theſe Things indeed ought 


to be done, yet not ſo as to leave the other 


undone, Was this Kingdom, as on this day 
freed from the greateſt Tyranny and Op- 


preſſion, the Britiſh Nation ever laboured 
under? one that is actuated by a thorough 


and well-grounded Gratitude, will do his 
utmoſt to preſerve his Country in Peace and 


26 4 SERMON Preach'd before 


Liber ty. 


bs 
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Liberty. Had it the Happineſs to have 4 

King reſtored to his Crown. and Dignity, 
 adorn'd with many Princely Endow 
and that gave very promiſing Hopes of his 


future Clemency and Affection? We muſt 


with very agreeable Reflections, conſider 


ourſelves under the Goverment of the Prince 
who now fills the Byitiſþ Throne: Who hath 


* 
I » , 
4» 


ments, 


given ſo frequent Evidences of his Wiſdom 


and Valour, whoſe Clemency and Gene- 


roſity we haye not only heard of, but ex- 


erienced, Have we the Satisfaction to con- 
der Religion reſtored to its primitive Pu- 
rity and Splendor, Ignorance and Enthuſiaſm 
giving way to a ſolid and rational Worſhip? 
our Remembrance will be very acceptable, 
if we regulate and compoſe ourſelves to the 
Preſcripts of an holy Religion already eſta- 
bliſned, and do the utmoſt, by the Uncorrupt- 


neſs of our Lives, by the Juſtneſs of our 


Sentiments, and caution of Expreſſion, that 
there need not be any Pretence of Recourſe 
to Puritaniſm on the one hand, nor Popery 


and Superſtition on the other. Was this Na- 


tion reduced from Confuſion and Diſorder, 
were Mens Minds cured of Rancour and a 


Spirit of Revenge; was Unanimity and a 


Freedom of Converſation reſtored to them? 


our Gratitude and Acknowledgment will be fs; 


beſt ſhewn, by endeavouring to remove that 


D 2 Jealouſy, | | 
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enſibly ſurprized ſome; * and by giving fuck: * 
roofs of our Integrity g ndaBepevolence in 


out "Commuitiication, thak the 1 
\ Yood Government may be +more "at mor 


\ Wo for us to be happy; ; 4inſomuch' thats. - 1 
hardly. any thing but our on ill Conduct can 
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